" CIVILIZATION  AND  ITS   DISCONTENTS "

commonly call civilization. We encounter here a
remarkable paradox. Civilization, our weapon and
our shelter, which we have devised against pain,
instead has become a house of suffering. It is at
once medicine and poison. Here, in the most suc-
cinct form, Freud presents a kind of history of
culture, a history of the achievements of civilization
and of the losses civilization has inflicted. There are
few things in literature comparable to this panorama
of the evolution of culture. Here are a few pages re-
plete with enough suggestions to occupy a generation
of researchers. It embraces the past and the present
and reaches forth to comprehend the future.

Freud propounds the theory that civilization
brings about a lessening of sexuality. One reason
for this is that so much .vital force is expended by
men in conquering and subduing aggressive in-
stincts. And at this point Freud incidentally gives
his estimate of that movement whose philosophy
rests upon the belief that all unhappiness of civilized
man comes from the institution of private property
and that the abolition of that institution will bring
about a paradise on earth.
Naturally, Freud recognizes that to abolish
private property will be to remove one of the instru-
ment's of man's aggressiveness, " certainly an im-
portant instrument, and certainly not the most
important." But he does not abandon himself to the
simple-minded optimism that all evil in the indi-
vidual and the community can be eradicated by re-
moving this single institution. He who has seen
many human lives unfolded before him cannot share
an uninspiring faith in a new world order as the last
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